
Pointing the Way by Toby Lischko 
featuring Sugarplum Tonga Treats

Quilt size: 57" x 66" • Block size: 9"
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Fabric Requirements 

(Yardage based on 40" width)

1 pack Sugarplum Tonga Treats* 10" squares 

1 pack Meringue Tonga Treats* 10" squares 

11⁄2 yards Tonga-B7009 Autumn for border and binding

Backing 31⁄2 yards:Any of the Tonga collection for the back

or 13⁄4 yards of the 106"-wide Tonga (XTonga–B6289 Fig).

63" x 72" batting

* Each package of Tonga Treats 10" squares has forty squares,

two each of twenty different prints.

General Instructions

• Please read all instructions before you begin the quilt.

• All strips are cut from a 10" square. When you trim the

edges to make them even, do not cut off too much! 

• Strips are cut slightly longer than needed and the finished

block is trimmed to correct size.

• WOF refers to width of fabric.

Cutting Instructions

Sugarplum and Meringue 10" square Tonga  Treats

A. Divide the Sugarplum Treats

into two piles: one with

blue/green/purple, and the other

with orange/gold/red. Pick sixteen

from the blue group, fourteen

from the orange group, and thirty

from the Meringue group. 

B. Cut strips from each 10" Treats

square in the following order:

• Line up two edges of the squares

as close as you can, three or four fab-

rics at a time. Trim a sliver off the two

edges you have lined up. (figure 1)

• Cut one 11⁄2" strip from a trimmed

edge. (figure 2) Set aside the 11⁄2"

Meringue strips for the inner border. 

• Cut one 21⁄2" strip across the top

edge. (figure 3) Trim to 61⁄4". 

• Cut one 31⁄2" strip and one 4
1⁄2" strip

from remainder. (figure 4) Trim to 31⁄2" x 6
3⁄4" and 4

1⁄2" x

71⁄4". 

From Tonga-B7009 Autumn, cut:

• Six 51⁄2" x  WOF strips for border.

• Seven 21⁄4" x  WOF strips for binding.

Block Construction

Make thirty blocks. Keep the blue/green/purple groups

together and the orange/red/gold groups together.

1. Right sides together, place a Sugarplum 21 ⁄2" x 6
1 ⁄4" piece

on top of a Meringue 21 ⁄2" x 6
1 ⁄4" piece at right angles, lining

up the corners. Draw a 45° angle from the top left corner

to the right

side. (figure 5)

Sew along  the

drawn line and trim the

seam allowance to 1/4".

Press to dark. Repeat to

make thirty 21 ⁄2"

sets. 

Option: Use the

“Cutting Corners"

triangle template

to trim the corner

and sew with a

1/4" seam. (figure

5a) “Cutting Corners" triangle template set available

from: www.gatewayquiltsnstuff.com

2. Line up the corners of a Meringue and a Sugarplum 31 ⁄2"

x 63 ⁄4" rectangle as in step 1. Mark, stitch, trim and press

as in step 1.

3. Line up the corners of a Meringue and a Sugarplum 41⁄2" x

71⁄4" rectangle as in step 1. Mark, stitch, trim and press as in

step 1.

4. Lining up the dark strips across the bottom and randomly

choosing different fabrics for each strip, sew together one

21 ⁄2", one 3
1⁄2", and one 4

1⁄2" strip

set. (figure 6) Press all in same

direction. Be sure to sew all

blocks with the widest strip on

the left and the narrowest

strip on the right, as shown. 

5. Measuring from the dark

end, square off each block to

equal 91 ⁄2" square.

Quilt Construction

6. Rotating the blocks and alternating the blue/green/purple

and the orange/red/gold blocks, arrange as in the cover

photo or as you prefer, with five blocks across and six

blocks down. Sew the horizontal rows of blocks together.

fig. 5–Draw a 45° line, sew

on the line and trim seam

allowance to 1/4".

fig. 6–Sew together.

fig. 5a–“Cutting Corners”

Option– Cut and sew.

fig. 1–Trim a sliver from

two sides.

fig. 2–Cut a 11⁄2" strip

from one side.

fig. 3–Cut a 21⁄2" strip

across the top.

fig. 4–Cut a 31⁄2" strip

and 41⁄2" strip.



Press each row in the opposite direction to the one

above. Then sew rows together. (figure 7)

Borders 

7. Square up the ends of the 11 ⁄2"-wide Meringue strips,

trimming them to 91 ⁄2" long. Sew twenty-three of the strips

together end to end with 45° seams. 

8. Measure the quilt from top to bottom through the center

and cut two strips this length from the 11 ⁄2" wide

Meringue strip. Sew these strips to the sides of the quilt.

Press to border.

9. Measure the quilt from side to side through the center

and cut two 11 ⁄2" wide Meringue strips to this length. Sew

to the top and bottom of the quilt. Press to border.

10. Sew the six 51 ⁄2" Tonga-B7009 Autumn strips together

end to end with 45° seams. Measure the quilt from top to

bottom through the center and cut two strips this length

from the long Tonga–B7009 Autumn strip. Sew to the sides

of the quilt. Press to border.

11. Measure the quilt from side to side through the center

and cut two Tonga–B7009 Autumn strips to this length.

Sew to the top and bottom of the quilt. Press to border.

Finishing

12. Layer the quilt top, batting, and pieced back and quilt

as desired.

13. Sew the seven 21⁄4" Tonga–B7009 Autumn strips together

end to end with 45° seams. Press seams open. Press this long

strip in half lengthwise, wrong sides together to make the

binding. 

14. Matching the raw edges of binding and the quilt, sew

the binding to the quilt top with a 1/4" seam, mitering

around the quilt corners, and matching ends to finish. Fold

binding over to the back of the quilt and hand or machine

stitch in place. Be sure to put a label on the back and

ENJOY! 

Want to make a larger quilt?

With two packs of Sugarplum Tonga Treats and two packs

of Meringue Tonga Treats, you can make a Queen-size

quilt, measuring 88" x 97". You will need to make seventy-

two quilt blocks and set them eight blocks across by nine

blocks down. You will also need 23 ⁄4 yards of one Tonga

batik for a 7"-wide outer border and binding. 

©2010 Toby Lischko

www.gatewayquiltsnstuff.com
Permission is granted to shop owners and teachers to

make copies for promotional or educational purposes only.  

This pattern may not be reproduced for commercial

purposes (i.e may not be sold).

This pattern may not be reproduced for ANY PURPOSE

after September 1, 2011.

fig. 7
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Tonga Treats 21⁄2" Strips
forty strips per package)

Tonga Treats 10" Squares
(forty squares per package)


